
Lede Writing Workshop 
Grace Mage, Daniel Hopler 6/3/2020 

 
 
Rewrite the following ledes 
 

1. At a news conference held at the Department of Energy in Washington, D.C., Monday 
afternoon the head of the agency told reporters that the Senate's approval of a plan to 
dump nuclear waste material in the Nevada desert near Las Vegas will provide a safe 
haven for more than 77,000 tons of radioactive waste. 

 
2. Tracy Tibitts, Lisa Drolshagen and Dorothy Brayton, all members of the Delta Delta Delta 

sorority at Iowa State University, appeared in a local courtroom this morning and testified 
that the defendant, Steven House, appeared drunk when he got into his car to leave the 
party moments before he struck and killed the pedestrian. 

 
Write a news lede using this information 
 

1. There's a heated, controversial debate at SNHU. The university has a foundation that 
invests its money in various stocks, bonds and properties. A reporter for the Penmen 
Press uncovered that some of the money is invested in tobacco companies. Now 
students are calling for the foundation to eliminate those stocks from its investment 
portfolio. When interviewed, Paul Leblanc stated that "Cigarettes have been responsible 
for millions of deaths, and owning shares in the companies that produce them sends a 
conflicting message to both students and the public.” The Board of Trustees met at 8 
a.m. this morning, and the topic was one of several on its agenda. It voted 8-1 that the 
foundation not be ordered to sell any of its tobacco stocks. 
  

2. Five SNHU campus students, all members of a fraternity, Alpha Alpha Alpha, have been 
arrested as the result of a hazing incident. The investigation began after one pledge was 
hospitalized Saturday with serious internal injuries and another with a sprained back. 
Each of the five students was charged with two counts of battery. The incident occurred 
during a fraternity meeting Friday at which members "beat pledges with wooden paddles 
and canes and subjected them to other forms of physical and verbal punishment," 
according to Detective Sgt. Albert Wei. One of the two injured students, sophomore 
Roland Philips, was hospitalized for kidney damage and dehydration. Another 
sophomore, Eddie Muldaur, was treated for a sprained back. Hospital officials notified 
the police and, as the investigation continued, four other pledges were taken to the 
hospital and also examined, then released. Several suffered contusions, Wei said. A 
university spokesman said both university and national fraternity officials are 
investigating to determine what disciplinary action, if any, should be taken against the 
fraternity.  


